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For Friends’ Review. 
SECRET PRAYER. 
What sball those Christians do for a place 
for secret prayer whose houses are so small 
that they can have no private room, and who 


have no barns or other buildings, and do not | 


live near a retired field, pasture or woodland? 
Are such persons excused from the duty and 


deprived of tke consolations of secret prayer? | 


Surely not. Blessed be God, He can and 
will be found by all who sincerely desire His | 
spiritual presence and assistance, even if 
they cannot retire to a secret place, in con- | 
sequence of cold or stormy weather, or be- 
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cause they have no room in which to be 
alone. God is always very near those who 
They can, even if con- 
tinually in the midst of confusion and com- 
pany, often retire into the secret chambers 
of their souls, and mentally or in soft whis- 
pers pray fervently to that glorious, kind, 
Almighty Being, who inbabiteth eternity, 
and fills all space, and is always sa- 
credly and tenderly near to all to bless 
with the best of His blessings, even the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, all that ask Him 
Glory be to God our Maker and Redeemer, 
the Christian, yea, more, every buman being 
who sincerely desires it, can always and 
everywhere, find a “closet” for secret 
prayer. 

Many dear saints, in years and ages past, 
who had no outward place of retirement, 
have quietly retired into their own bosoms 
amid the noise of busy labor, or in the buzz of 
thoughtless vanity and conversation, and 
found a peace and a joy which a world of folly 
and sinand selfish “money-making” could not 
create nor destroy. And bow many Chris- 
tians, witb no place from morning to night 
for secret devotion, have, every night, after 
a day of hard labor and care, eweetly laid 
their weary beads on their pillows, joyfally 
, feeling that they were reposing on the ver 
bosom of infinite love, and have calmly fallen 
asleep in the act of prayer. 

Dear readers, let me urge you, as I would 
hope in meekness of spirit, always to lay 
your heads at night on pillows of prayer, 
and never raise them in the morning 
from prayerless pillows. I fear some of you 
never sincerely pray. Ob, remember that 
the person who does not pray virtually says, 
‘‘T am under no obligation to God for the 
past, I need none of God’s help for the future. 
I am entirely independent of God.” A 
prayerless life is a life of practical atheism. 
Truly then, a person who never prays, 
though respectable in his life toward maa- 
kind, is, before God, a very great sinner. It 


|is not safe in such a world as this to take 
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one step without prayer. No person on 
earth is wise enough or good enough or 
strong enough to cease from prayer. 


JoHN HEMMENWAY 
Brighton, Maine. 


For Friends’ Review. 
CATHARINE OF SIENA. 

When Stephen Grellet, in 1813, was at| 
the port of Genoa, preparing to sail thence | 
to Rome, an appearance of great darkness 
suddenly closed his spiritual view in that | 
direction, whilst a bright light seemed to | 
illuminate the opposite quarter. As there | 
was no mistaking the purport of this, after | 
a season of wrestling and prayer in the| 
silence of his chamber, he gave up to| 
follow the light. The abundant peace which | 
filled bis heart as he burried back to G« neva, | 
and the blessed results of the well-timed | 
visit to that city, confirmed him in the belief 
that his course bad been providentially | 
directed, as indeed he ardently desired that | 
it should be day by day. 

A somewhat similar daily experience was | 
probably that of Catharine Benincasa, of the | 
city of Siena (a city a few miles inland | 
from the port of Leghorn), who, after a time | 
of prayer when her soul seemed rapt into 
the presence of her Lord, received in her| 
spiritual ear the following command: “I 
have appointed thee, my daughter, to a new| 
manner of life. Thou shalt travel; thou 
shalt go from city to city as I will indicate | 
to thee; thou shalt live with the multitude 
and speak in public; I will send some to| 
thee, and I will send thee to others, accord | 
ing to my good pleasure. Be thou ever 
ready to do my will.” 

At the time of Catharine’s birth, in 1347, 
Siena was a large commercial city, the rival 
of Florence, and not infrequently opposed to 
it in deadly strife. The city stands upon a| 
high hill, the soil whereof is of an auburn or | 
burnt siena tint, and it is still surrounded by 
walls as it was in the fourteenth century, | 
when, according to Sismondi, it numbered | 
200,000 people ; but of its thirty-nine gates, | 
all but four are now closed. No straggling | 
houses or suburbs of any kind are to be seen | 
outside the walls; the roads of approach all 
lead up the hill to the city’s nine gates ; so that, | 
according to arecent description of the place, | 
“one could imagine one’s self in Palestine near 
the ‘city set upon a bill,’ with the outer 
slopes covered with olive trees.” 

Giacomo, the father of Catharine, was a) 
wool-dyer, or, rather, a preparer of colors for | 
use in the dyeing of wool. That Catharine’s | 
parents, though of a lowly class in life, were | 
honest and virtuous, may be inferred from 
the following: One of their daughters, | 
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Bonaventura, married a young man of Siena, 
who sometimes received in his house foolish 
and vain companions. ‘ Bonaventura be- 
came so depressed by the tone of the con- 
versation around her that she fell ill. Her 
busband inquiring the cause of ber illness, 
she replied, ‘I have never been accustomed 
to hear in the house of my father language 
such as I hearin yours. My education has 
been widely different, and I assure you that 
if such conversation continues around me it 
will be the cause of my death.’ Her reply 
inspired her husband with great respect for 
her and her family. He forbade bis guests 
to speak one word in his house which could 
displease her. They obeyed, and thus the 
good government in the family of Giacomo 
rebuked the license in the house of his son- 
in-law.’’* 

As the well-ordered family of Giacomo in- 
cluded no less than twenty-five sons and 
daugbters, there opened a large sphere of 
usefulness to Catharine, who was blessed 
with a cheerful, loving nature, and a manner 
open and truthful. Frequently having heard 
recitals of the lives of the ‘fathers of the 
desert,” and early conceiving a desire to imi- 
tate them, she would sometimes be found in a 
musing attitude at short distances from her 


|home. One morning, however, having made 


bold togo beyond the walls towards some 
neighboring bills, where she remained until 
the evening was far advanced, the voice of her 
Heavenly Father seemed to whisper to her 
that he had designed her for another mode 
of life, and that she must not leave the house 
of her father. Her own room, where she 
frequently gave herself up to meditation 
and prayer, was thenceforth ber favorite 
place for religious retirement. She was 
sparing in ber diet, not indulging in much 
sleep, and, when she did take needed rest, 
was in the habit of reclining on a hard 
wooden bed, after the custom of ascetics. 
Feeling it to be her mission to carry the 
word of Truth to others, even from city to 
city, she connected herself with the Order 
known as the Mantellata, the name given to 
those women who wore the cloak or mantle 
of Dominic. 

It is instructive to read of the manner 
in which Catharine was shown the path 
of duty. To a friend who was afterward 
her biographer, she said: ‘“‘ Be assured that 
nothing that I have learned concerning God 


}and our salvation was taught me by man; 
‘it was my Master, our Lord Jesus Christ, 


who revealed it to me by His inspiration.” 
Josephine E. Butler, in her biography of 
Catharine, remarks upon the secret of her 
spiritual life, the constant converse of her 
sowl with God. 


*Life of Catharine of Siena. By Josephine E. Butler. 
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‘‘ Her book entitled ‘The Dialogue,’ rep- 
resents a conversation between a soul and 
God, mysterious and perhaps meaningless to 
many, but to those who can understand, full 
of the revelation of the source of her power 
over human hearts. All through ber auto- 
biography (for such ber Dialogue and Let 
ters may be called) no expressions occur 
more frequently than such as these: ‘The 
Lord said to me,’ &e. ‘My God told me to 
act so and so.’ ‘While I was praying, my 
Saviour showed me the meaning of this, | 
and spoke thus to me.’ I shall not attempt 
to explain, nor sball I alter this simple form 
of speech. It is not for us to limit the possi- 
bilities of the commnnications and revelations 
which the Eternal may be pleased to make 
to a soul which continually waits upon Him. | 
If you are disposed, reader, to doubt the fact 
of these communications from God, or to} 
think that Catharine only fancied such and 
such things, and attributed these fancies to 
a divine source, then I would give you one 
word of advice, and one only. Go you and 
make the attempt to live alife of prayer such 
as she lived, and then, and not till then, 
will you be in a position which will give 
you any shadow of aright, or any power, 
to judge of this soul’s dealings with God. 
But observe that a brief or fitful effort will | 
not suffice to place you in this position—you 
must persevere long in the difficult path of 
divine research. Those who have any 
experience of real prayer know fall well that 
in the pause of the soul before God, after it 
bas uttered its complaint, made known its 
desires, or sought guidance in perplexity, 
there comes the clearer vision of duty, and 
the still small voice of guidance is beard, 
rectifying the judgment, strengthening the 
resolve, and consoling the spirit; they know 
that this influence, external to us, and yet 
within us, speaks with us. Prayer cannot 





truly be called conmunion, if the only voice 
heard be the voice of the pleader.”’ 


(To be concluded.) 


-. 


LONGEVITY oF ‘“ FRIENDs.”—It appears 
from the annual list of members of the So- 
ciety of Friends, that the number of deaths 
among that body during the past year in 
Great Britain and Ireland, was 281. There 
are about 17,000 members ; the mortality is 
consequently much below that of the popula- 
tion generally, and, again, the figures show 
the longevity which prevails amongst the 
members of the Society. Theinfant mortality 
was very small, only 15 deaths of children 
under 1 year; between | and 5 years, 18 oe- 
curred ; between 5 and 20 years, 11; be- 
tween 20 and 30 years, 19; from 30 to 40 





years, 15; and 11 only between 40 and 50 
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years. Above 50 years old to 60, the deaths 
were 24; between 60 and 70, 46; while 
from 70 to 80—the most fatal period—the 
deaths were 65; above 80 and below 90 the 
number was 53, while from 90 to 100 there 
were 5 deaths.—N. Y. Tribune 


e- - 


A TIRED MOTHER’S VICTORY 


A little timely gentleness sweetens a 
parent’s recollections in after years with a 


| thrill of gratitude; whereas the memory of 


hasty severity to little ones must bring a 
pang. This tender story of a mother’s ex- 
perience, publisked in the Christian Weekly, 
is a beautiful lesson in itself. The mother 
bad laid ber table with great care and pains 
for a company of distinguished guests, when 
her little girl accidentally overturned a 
tureen of gravy on the snowy cloth. 

‘““What should I do? It seemed a drop 
too much for my tired nerves—many drops 
too much for my table cloth. I was about 
to jerk my child down angrily from the 
table, when a blessed influence held me. [ 
caught the expression on her face; such a 
sorry, frightened, appealing look I never 
saw; and suddenly a picture of the past 
came and stood out vividly before my mind’s 
eye. My child’s face revealed feelings 
wheih I had experienced twenty years 
before. 

“T saw myself a little nervous girl, about 
eight years old, in the happy home of my 
childhood. It was a stormy afternoon. It 
was when coal oil lamps were first introduced, 
and father had bought a very handsome one. 

“The snow had drifted up against the 
kitchen window, so, although it was not 
night, the lamp was lighted. Mother was 
sick in bed up stairs, and we children were 
gathered together in the kitchen, to keep the 
noise and confusion away from her. 

“T was feeling very important, helping get 
supper; at any rate, I imagined I was hel 
ing, and in my officiousness I seized that 
lamp and went down into the cellar for some 
butter. I tried to set it on the hanging. 
shelf; but alas! I didn’t give it room 
enough, and down it fell on the cemented 
floor. I never shall forget the shock it gave 
me. I seemed almost paralyzed. I didn’t 
dare to go up stairs, and I was afraid to 
stay down there; and, to make it worse, I 
heard my father’s voice in the kitchen. He 
had cautioned us all, again and again, to be 
careful of the lamp; and now there it lay, 
smashed to pieces at my feet! 

‘But his voice seemed to give me the im- 
petus I needed to go up and meet the scold- 
ing or whipping, or both, which I felt sure 
awaited me, and which I really felt I de- 
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way, and as I entered the kitchen, I met my 
father with such a stern look upon his face, 


served. So I crept up over the dark stair-| tation and out of sin. 
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God is faithful, who 
hath care of all His, and whose promise is 
to all His: and as He would have none sin, 


that I was frightened. I saw there was no|so none that diligently wait, shall want His 


need to tell him what had happened. He 
bad heard the crash, and if he had’nt, I 
guess my face would have told the story. 


power to stand by them, to preserve out of 
sin. “Look unto Me, and be saved, all ye 
ends of the earth.” It is universally true. 


The children stood silently around, waiting| Look unto Mo, trust in Me; look not at 


to see what father would do, and I saw by 
their faces that they were horror-struck ; for 
that lamp bad been the subject of too much 
talk and wonder to be smashed without a 
sensation. As for me, I felt so frightened, 
so confused and sorry, that I couldn’t speak. 
But upon glancing again at father, I saw the 


yourselves, trust not in yourselves; look 
not at the enemy, fear not the enemy; I will 
save you from every snars, every temptation, 
as your eye is steadfast upon Me.—Jsaac 
Penington. 


BONDAGE VERSUS FrREEDOM—“ Ye are the 
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angry look die out of his eyes, and one of eee ee Sees 


tenderest pity take its place. 

“T doubt not that he saw the same look in 
my face then that I saw in my child’s face 
to-day. In a moment he had lifted me in 
his arms, and was bugging me close to his 
breast. Then he whispered, oh, so kindly, 
‘Never mind, little daughter; we all know 
twas an accident, but I hope you will take 
the small lamp when you go down inp the 
cellar again.’ 

“Ob, what a revolution of feelings I experi- 
enced? It was such a surprise to me that I 
was suddenly overwhelmed with feelings of 
love and gratitude; and burying my face, 
I sobbed as if my heart was breaking. No 
punishment could have affected me half so 
much, and nothing can ever efface the 
memory of it from my mind. 

“How I loved my father to-day, as the 
sight of my own little girl’s face brought it 
all so freshly before me! 

“Will she love me as dearly, I wonder, 
twenty years or more from now, because, 


ally are not alive to their happy lot in es- 
caping the bondage of fashion. If they fully 
appreciated what a dreadful bondage this is, 
they would cling to their plain dress, and 
|regurd it with a strong affection.— Corres. 
| pondent of British Friend. 


| McCueyne tells of a little boy who for 
‘years suffered great pain. When asked by 
'a minister if he did not feel like murmuring 
under the heavy hand of God, be replied: 
|“ Ob, sir, five minutes in heaven will repay 


| me for all.” 
| 





Or all acts of cowardice, the meanest is 
| that which leads us to abandon a good cause 
| because it is weak, and join a bad cause be- 
| cause it is strong.—Mc Cosh. 

THE VOICE OF GOD. 
Dost Thou speak, O Lord, and is it possi- 


ble for men to hear Thy Voice? Hundreds 
have gravely assured me that such a thing 


moved by the same God-given impulse that | is utterly impossible, and that it is foolish to 
stirred my father’s heart in that long-age| expect the Spirit to speak. Good God, en- 
time, I was able to press the little frightened | lighten me, and clear my doubts. 


thing to my heart, and tell her kindly that I 





| .O thou of little faith, dost thou not know 


knew she didn’t mean to spill the gravy, and | that to believers in all ages I have spoken 
that I knew she would be more careful | repeatedly, to Hebrew prophets and Hindu 
another time? Will she be helped by it|saints? And if I have spoken then can I 


when she is a mother,.as I have been helped | not speak now ? 


to-day ? Mothers! Rule with love’s sceptre. 





Have I lost my power of 
speech, or have I cruelly cast away the pres- 


Lord, they say Thou hast no tongue, and 
that Thou art altogetber a Spirit, how canst 


It is the nearest way to the heart.”— The | ent generation ? 
Christian Woman. 
EXTRACTS. 


ConceRNING TEMPTATIONS. —This I have 
experienced ; that the strength and heart of 


them, as to the soul, lies in the soul’s look 


ing atthem. For the strength of God is 
revealed in His children against the tempter, 
which being patiently waited for, and| No. 
trusted in, will never fail them. The least 
babe, the Lord would not have let in temp- 
tation and sin; but watch to that, and keep 
joined to that which will keep out of temp- 


Thou speak ? 

I do not speak as men speak. Yet have 
I a voice which all true devotees can hear. 
It is the Spirit’s voice audible to the spiritual 
ear. 

Tell me, Father, if this voice is a sound, 
and whether it comes to us as a sound. 
The whole thing is spiritual. There 
is neither sound nor language nor gesture. 
When I speak, I speak as the Spirit alone 
can speak, without tongue, without lips. I 
never address the ear, but the soul. 
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In what shape, then, O Father, does Thy 
voice come to us? 

As a clear communication of wisdom, as a 
quickening influence, as an overpowering 
impulse, as a strange combination of events 
in life, pointing to a lesson for guidance, as 
a sudden awakening of the whole soul to a 
particular duty, as an apprehension of signs | 
and indications in Nature. 

In what language dost Thou communicate 
Thy will to us, O God? 

It is the language of the heart. Neither) 
Hebrew. nor Greek, nor Sanscrit, nor Eng- | 
lish ; but the plain vernacular of the heart’s| 
natural convictions and feelings. I speak 
unto every man in his own native dialect | 
which his heart alone can understand. I 
speak to him in the very language in which 
his heart addresses me. His heart speaks | 
to me through silent yearnings and unspoken 
questionings, and I make him understand 
my Truth through the faith and impulses of | 
his own heart 

Does man «|! ways understand Thy voice 
when it comes vo him? : 

Yes, invariably. If I speak to my cbild, | 
surely he must understand what I say or I | 
speak in vain. I always speak with a view 


that men may understand and follow Me. | 
Therefore is the word of God always intel-| 


ligible. The babe who seeks it understands 
it. The philosopher who does not care 
about it, stumbles. 

I have other questions to ask on this sub | 
ject. Lord, give me leave to interrogate 
Thee. 
_ Goon, my child. If thou art really anx- | 
ious to hear, I am bound to speak. 

Is it to every body that Thou speakest, or | 
only toa chosen few? Some wave told me| 
that only one in a milliou is privileged to re-| 
ceive Thy message, and that Thou wilt not| 
condescend to speak to the vulgar masses. 
Some go so far as to say that in these days, | 
of all devout men and believers in India, | 
Thou hast chosen only one man to hear Thy | 
heavenly voice. Is it so, my God? a 

Let not men accuse Me again and again 
of being the God of select favorites. I am) 
no respecter of persons. I make no distinc. | 
tion between Brahmins and Sudras. All| 
men, yes, all men are privileged to hear Me. | 
I, the Lord of all, speak unto all. Old and| 
young, rich and poor, wise and illiterate, 
saints and sinners, Hindus and Christians, 
to all men have I granted the privilege ot 
hearing my voice. 

Then how is it, Lord, that they them-| 
selves deny the thing? I have asked most 
of my Indian and English friends if they 
have ever heard Thy voice, they say with| 
one accord: No 
idea. 





Nay, they ridicule the | 


| the award of conscience is warped, or it ls 


If they will not hear, it is not my fault. 
I speak—that is quite as true as that I exist. 

Graciously explain this point. How can 
it be that Thou speakest to Thy humblest 
children, and yet they do not hear? 

Sometimes they cannot hear because of 
their sins. Sometimes they do not hear be- 
cause of their infidelity. And sometimes 
they hear, but they arrogantly or ignorantly 
credit themselves with the voice. 

Father, hast Thou ever spoken to me? 

A million times. 

Where, my God, and when? 

In thy soul, morning and evening, day 
and night, week after week, and year after 
year. 

How? 

Draw near to Me, child, and let Me lay 
my band on thy head and bless thee, before 
I proceed to explain matters. 

Here I am, a poor sinner, humbly kueel- 
ing at Thy feet. Vouchsafe unto me Thy 


'saving Ligbt. 


Dost thou feel ? 

What ? 

A peculiar upheaving and exultation of 
thy soul. 

Yes, my God. 

Then listen and answer. Daily thou 
feelest hungry, and daily thou eatest thy 
bread. Do not men say they eat because 
they feel bungry and they think it proper 
they should eat? What dost thou say? In 
truth and in faith thou must speak. 

I eat because Thou sayest: “Child, eat.” 
And when I am attacked with fever Thy 
word of counsel comes to me: “ Eat not.” 

How do I speak to thee on such occa- 
sions? 

Through hunger and fever. 

Do I speak intelligibly and distinctly ? 

Yes, Father. Though I hear no sound, 
the voice of Thy Spirit ia the soul is per- 
feetly clear. 

When thou art about to do something 
wrong, is there any admonition or remon- 
strance within, anything that tells thee not to 
harm thy neighbor, not to speak unadvisedly, 
not to cause thy wife and children to starve, 
not to torture an innocent man? If so, 
whence comes this warning ? 

Unquestionably from Thee, O Lord. Yes, 
thou warnest the heart of man to eschew 
whatsoever is wrong, and thou commandest 
us to do our various duties. Conscience is 
evidently Thy voice.* 

And are not special events too in thy life, 
such as misfortune or prosperity, my voice ? 

Yes, dear Lord, through them Thou dost 
often enjoin thy children to be humble, sober, 
~*Or rather God speaks to and in the conscience. The dic- 
tum of conscience is not always the voice of God ; sometimes 


** defiled,” and 
does not give a true guidance.—Ed. Friends’ Review. 
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and godly. Through special circumstances, 
also, thou dost advise some to become mer- 
chants and other missionaries. 

Here, look at this pretty rose. 
Say any ‘thing to thee ? 


Does it 


rose thy smiling lips say unto me: “ Child, 


I love thee, and therefore this charming | 


token of my love I present unto thee.” 

Dost thou bear my voice? 

Yes, Lord, | thank Thee and bless Thee. 
—Indian Mirror. 

This, not excluding the teaching of men 

’ 5 5 
by men, and the inestimable value of the 
Holy Scriptures, is an expression of one of the 
I | 

grandest and most consoling truths, one fully 


testified to by the Bible, and apprebended by | 


the best and most thoughtful Christians of 
the present age.—Ed. Friends’ Review. 


“2 


OUR LONDON LETTER 

A letter was read at our Meeting for Suf 
ferings on the 2nd, from the meeting of 
Friends gathered at Randers in Denmark, 
on the llth and 12th of Tenth mo. It will 
be remembered that two small companies in 
that land, lying north and south respectively 
bave been formed into Quarterly Meetings, 
and this central gathering represents a little 
Yearly Meeting for Denmark. The letter 
spoke of their sense of the darkness in the 
world around them, and of the preciousness 
of Christ to their own souls. It is to go 
forward to our next Yearly Meeting. The 
scattered members in Denmark, who belong 
nearly all of them to the poorer class of the 
community, call for our sympathy, and for a 
watchful care that we may fulfil all our duty 
towards them. There seems a need for some 
pastoral visiting amongst them in the future 
residing as they do at distances from each 
other. Our Friends J. F. and Alice Han- 
sen, have lately been gladdened by a little 
son, born at Copenhagen. A letter from 
Endre Dab! gave a good account of Friends’ 
School at Stavanger (Norway). There 
were eighteen boarders receiving instruction. 

The present distress and threatening of 
famine in some parts of Ireland claimed 
very serious attention, and the meeting de- 
liberated whether any effort should be put 
forth by Friends to relieve it. The distress 
is chiefly located in the western part of the 
country, from Donegal in the north, to Cork 
in the south, and it arises partly from a suc- 
cession of bad potato crops in those districts— 
two-thirds of the crop is said to have failed 
this season—partly from failure of fuel, 
acutely felt in the unusually cold winter, and 
partly from loss of credit. Many of the 
people lived upon credit last winter, and 





now tbat is exhausted. 
| however, so desperate as in 1847 and 1848, 
| when the potato crop iu freland wholly 
failed, and the destitution was terrible. 
| Friends in those days, amongst whom 
Yes, beloved Father, through the smiling | William Forster took a most energetic part, 


/ment ‘‘ poor-law”’ relief. 
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Things «re not, 


organ zed relief committees, collected funds, 
and distributed these to the amount of £200,. 


000, ($1,000,000) in the districts where the 
| suffering was most intense. 


At the present juncture there are already 
two funds started, (irrespective of Friends). 
One of these has been set on foot by the 
Duchess of Marlborough, wife of the Lord 
Lieutenant. Letters were read from several 
friends in Ireland on the subject, from which 
it seemed that the destitution of the poorest 
class might perhaps be met by the Govern- 
But the class next 
above this was in danger of sinking to 
poverty unless help be afforded. 

The meeting felt it difficult to decide 


whether to advise Friends to subscribe to 


the already existing funds, or on the other 
band to set on foot agencies of our own to 
carry out the relief. There is an obvious 
advantage in distributing our own funds 
ourselves. We can then be confident that 


, little is wasted, and that the distribution is 


not made a vebicle for patronage or party 
bias. The subject was referred to a small 
committee to look further into it, and to 
communicate with the Standing Committee 
of Dublin Yearly Meeting, and if needfal 


take speedy action 


In connection with the difficulties of the 


g| Mennonites and other Protestant bodies in 


the East of Europe, it is interesting to learn 
by a letter from a Friend in Queensland, that 
the government of that colony have promised 
to pay one-half of the passage money, viz., 


, | about $36 each, for 250 Mennonites who are 


to emigrate to Australia. 

Isaac Sharp reported his movements down 
to the middle of Eleventh mo., when be was 
at Antananarivo (Madagascar). He did not 
expect to quit the island bimself until the 
3rd month of the present year. L. Kitching 

was intending shortly to leave him to return 
home, having arranged to accompany one of 
the missionaries to Tamatave on the coast, 
and thence to sail for Mauritius and so to 
England. Their time in Madagascar so far 
bad been one of much blessing blended with 
solicitude. An open door had been found, 
both in our own meetings, and in those of 
the London Missionary Society; with op- 
portunity to preach words of warning, ex- 
hortation and comfort. A few lines from 
Samuel Clemes, one of the band of Friend 
missionaries, conveyed great appreciation of 
I. Sharp’s labors; he bas become a universal 
favorite, and would, they thought, do much 
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good. Their Firstday evening meetings 
were now lively profitable occasions. 
Abraham Kingdon, who was employed by 


Friends to set up the printing press in Mad.- | 


agascar, wLich has since been, for seven 


years, so powerful an aid in the causes of | 


evangelization and education, returned with 


his wife to England a short time ago, his| there had been disposed to meet for some 


He | 


work in the island being concluded. 
brought with him valuable collections of the 
natural history of the country, and has been 
occupied, since his return, in giving lectures 
with dissolving views, illustrating the chief 
features of life in Madagascar. Charles 
Gayford, who came back from India last 
year, and is now studying medicine in order 


to qualify himself further for missionary | 


work, has also been lecturing on bis depart- 
ment of the mission-field. 
London, First mo. 8. 


- 


MEETINGS ®AT WEST BRANCH, N. Y. 


Dear Friend:—From Smyrna, N. Y., my 
wife and myself went to West Branch, in 
Oneida Co., eleven miles north of Rome, 
where, in connection with our dear friend 


Jos. Stanley of Ohio, we held a very inter- 
esting series of meetings, lasting for two 


weeks. West Branch takes its name from 
the stream which rises there among the 
hills, and is at the head of the Mohawk 
River. There was once a large meeting of 
Friends were ; Le Ray Quarterly Meeting be- 
ing held here a part uf the time, on which oc- 
casions the seating capacity of their house, 
which I would judge is 40 by 60 feet, was 
insufficient to accommodate the company 
that would assemble. But this locality 
shared the terrible blight that came over 
that entire Quarterly Meeting, (now joined 
to Butternuts and Scipio Quarters, ) reducing 
its twenty-six meetings to six, five of these 
being very small, and for several years there 
was no meeting held regularly at West 
Branch. A few Friends still resided there. 
Some of these struggled against the tide of 
sin and indifference, and made several at- 
tempts to revive the meetings, and yet for 
months at a time the meeting-house, the 
only place of worship in a radius of several 
miles, has stood unoccupied. On one of the 
posts is several times written over theinitials 
of one old Friend with date, the sentence, 
“ Here all alone.” A committee from West- 
moreland Monthly Meeting, which bad been 
extending care, had become discouraged and 
proposed a discontinuance of it. This propo- 
sition was favorably eutertained by the late 
Quarterly Meeting at which we were pre- 
sent, but finally at the instigation of 
visiting Friends, with afew of their own 
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members, the decision was postponed. An 
| earnest appeal was made to us, to which we 
felt it was God's will we should respond. 

| While we found some ground of hope in 
| the fact that a Bibd!e-school bad been started, 
which though small, was gradually awaken- 
ing an interest, and the Friends residing 


weeks for public worship, on First-day 
morning, yet the surrounding circumstances 
were very gloomy; gambling, drunkenness 
and profanity, being practiced on an exten- 
sive scale. 

But from the very first our meetings were 

well attended. The Spirit of God applied 
the truth, and before the meetings had pro- 
gressed many days, several responded to a 
| call to rise for prayer. Each day both num- 
'bers and interest increased up to the last 
meeting we attended, which was crowded. 
Good order was maintained, and day after 
day, precious souls were brought to the feet 
of Jesus in confession and prayer, and went 
out rejoicing. 

It is impossible to describe on paper the 
reality of these occasions. Men of grey 
hairs, of more than three-score and ten, and 
children of less than ten; the refined and 
cultivated, and the uneducated and dissipa- 
ted; wives and husbands newly married, 
and parents and children, knelt side by side 
and prayed and wept and rejoiced together. 
Cards, whisky and tobacco, were abjured ; 
wives who had almost become broken- 
hearted over husbands sung aloud for joy, 
and it seemed enough to move any heart to 
bear the confessions, appeals and warnings 
of these who had just made their escape from 
the pains of hell. ; 

One old man of unimpeachable outward 
life, to whom I felt directed in one of the 
meetings, freely confessed to me that he did 
not know that his sins were forgiven. At 
a subsequent meeting be came forward and 
knelt with otbers, and vocally offered the 
publican’s prayer, and afterwards testified 
that a dreadful load which he bad carried 
for along time, was all gone. He said he 
had been striving to find peace in private, 
but had failed, and so resolved to try a pub- 
lie committal of himself, and open confes- 
sion, and now was at rest in Jesus. 

The experience we bad in this place in con- 
trast with some other places forcibly reminds 
us of the words of Jesus tothe Jews: ‘“ The 
publicans and harlots shall gointo the kingdom 
before you ;” and of the saying, “the common 
people heard him gladly.” During the time 
we remained, fifty professed conversion, (in- 
cluding a few backsliders reclaimed,) and so 
far as we know they all want to be taken 
under the care of Friends. We left Joseph 
Stanley there, who in connection with 
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Friends of that locality will continue to look 
after the work. If proper provision is made 
for them ; if those who are weak in the faith 
are received not to doubtful disputations, 
but to loving care, and proper feeding and 
training, there may be a flourishing meeting 
of Friends once more at West Branch. We 
earnestly bope that New York Yearly Meet- 
ing, which has shown a commendable interest. 
in providing for the saving and caring for 
souls in more distant fields will not neglect 
those which lie at their own doors, where a 
smaller outlay of labor and means might 
bring an equal or greater return. 

I wish, before closing my letter, to express 
a word in favor of Oakwood Seminary, at 
Union Springs, which we have several times 
visited. Its beautifully romantic situation 
overlooking Cayuga Lake, one of the most 
beautiful sbeets of water the eye ever gazed 
upon ; the healthfulness of the locality ; the 
efficiency of its management ; its home-like 
government; the care that is extended to 
promote the moral and religious as well as 
literary advancement of the students; all 
commend it to the patronage of those who 
have children to educate, and to the conside- 
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for supplies are ready to make agreements at 
low rates and then fail to keep them faithfully, or 
to combine together to secure high rates despite 
the wishes of the office; subordinate officers are 
exposed to great temptations to inefficiency or 
dishonesty ; the Indians are by no means always 
reasonable or without fault. The public accord 
little praise to the best directed efforts, and seem 
ever ready to believe the worst about those con- 
nected with Indian administration, and men best 
fitted for its offices hesitate to accept them be- 
cause they expect to be traduced. 

Yet there are men of high character who have 
the ability, business training and incorruptible 
integrity to fit them for the management of Indian 
affairs, and inasmuch as a great gain has been 
made since the plan of President Grant was 
adopted, it is devoutly to be hoped that Secretary 
Schurz will find a Commissioner who combines 
these qualities, and who will carry forward the 
difficult yet necessary work of Indian civilization. 
These and like public events prove the need of 
more of that true religion which consists in a 
faith in God which overcomes all temptation and 
shows itself in an unswerving obedience to His 


ration of those whv have the means in any| moral law, impressed by His Spirit on the con- 


way to extend its efficiency and the scope of 
its influence. We were glad to learn on our 
recent visit that the number of students has 
increased over last term. 
Very truly thy friend, 
Luke Wooparp. 
Farmington, N. Y. First mo. 23d, 1880, 


science, 
aaa -_ 
A CORRESPONDENT writes: ‘In Friends’ Re- 
view, page 358, under the head of ‘Sound Words,’ 
an unknown writer says, ‘ Altar suggests a sacri- 


| ficial victim, but as this has no place in the 


visible Church of Christ, the one great victim 


P. S.— We are now engaged in a series of having been sacrificed once for all, we have 


meetings at this place. Our letters should 
be addressed Care of Haines & Co., 119 
Erie Street, Buffalo, N. Y. 
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It is with unfeigned regret that we note that 
the Secretary of the Interior has felt obliged to 
dismiss summarily the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. While satisfied that the prejudices of the 
Commissioner were so strong as tolead him often 
to do injustice to the motives and actions of others, 
we have trusted his official honesty. He seemed 
more fitted to check extravagance’in the Indian 
service and enforce cheapness in its administra- 
tion, than to bind subordinates to its interests by 
a hearty loyalty, and to advance the best welfare 
of the Indians. The Indian service in its very 
nature is very difficult and perplexing. A mul- 
titude of clashing interests surrounds it. The white 
citizens are sometimes greedy and unscrupulous in 
their relations with the Indians; many contractors 





nothing to do with the word altar, &c. 

“In my teaching I have often urged Christians 
to present their ‘bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
|acceptable unto God,’ &c., which is virtually 

placing themselves upon Christ the Christian’s 
| altar, and the altar sanctifies the gift. And while 
the Christian will keep himself there, wholly 
| dedicated to the Lord, with all that he has, that 
| God will keep him, in answer to the prayer of the 
Saviour, ‘I pray not that Thou shouldst take 
them out of the world, but that Thou shouldst 
keep them from the evil.’ 

“Am I wrong in my teaching, or is ‘ Sound 
Words’ wrong ?”’ 

Reference to the preceding paragraph of the 
article referred to will show that Howard Crosby 
accepts the word altar (Heb. iii. 10) as meaning 
Christ, and hence our friend’s use of it is in ac- 
cordance with Scripture. 








— 





WE record with a deep sense of loss the death 
of Samuel Bettle, of Philadelphia, who deceased on 
Fourth day, First mo. 28th, after a brief increase 
of the ill-health from which he has suffered at 
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times for several years. He has been for thirty-six 
years an accredited minister. He had an im- 


plicit and intelligent faith in spiritual Christianity | 


as professed by Friends, a complete submission | 


to, and confidence in the immediate impressions | 


of the Holy Spirit upon the mind and conscience, | of the writer, and how much more these are 


and a firm reliance on the blessed atonement of! 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
of the Spirit in his ministry, often speaking with | 
singular insight to the states of individuals. He| 
was fresh in his presentation of truth and free 
from repetitions of thought or phrases. His mind 
was enlarged, and his sympathies broad, reach- 
ing from the poor outcasts of the crowded dens 
of the city, to the rulers of our nation in the per- 
formance of their high duties. Thousands have 
learned of the unsearchable riches of Christ from 
his lins, and many by his words have been) 


brought to believe in the Lord Jesus to the saving 
of their souls, 


Cautious and judicial in forming his judgments, 
he avoided extremes of opinion and party bias, 
held with the unwavering faith of enlightened 
conviction to the principles of Christianity he 
professed, and to the essential practices growing 
from them, while he sympathized with the ap- 
plication of those principles to the present needs 
of the times in an aggressive Christianity. He 
was warm, tender and steadfast in his friendships, 
ever ready to extend his rich sympathy to those 
in trial of any kind, and largely fitted by nature 
and grace to comfort and advise those in trouble. 
To him apply the words of Nehemiah, concern- 
ing his brother Hanani, ‘‘He was a faithful 
man, and feared God above many.” 

ae ; 

THROUGH Friends of Salem, Mass., the citizens 
of that town have sent ten barrels of clothing to 
E. L. Comstock, and $216, additional to sums re- 
ported before. They wish to encourage others to 
aid in this cause. 





> 





“Our RELIGION: AS IT WAS AND AS IT IS.’’| 
R. J. Laidlaw. Hunter, Rose & Co., Toronto. 
While pursuing a course of study in the com- 
— history of religions, the writer of this 
ittle book was much struck with “the wide differ- | 
ence between certain heathen religions as prac- 
ticed, and the doctrines of the sacred books on 
which these religions are based,” and this led 
him to consider whether this was true of our 
religion, ‘‘ meaning by our religion, the religion 
based on the Bible.” The sacred book of the 
Hindus knows of no idols, has no laws in regard 
to the burning of widows, &c., &c. These things 
have been taught in other religious books, which | 
‘ty.degrees have been more studied and followed 
than the Rig Veda itself. In the time of our 
Lord's life upon earth we find that while the 
Jews reverenced and believed in the Mosaic law, 
they had added to it many vain and foolish tradi- | 
tions, which they taught the people to Velieve in| 








| 
| 
| 


He was reraarkably led| 


as all-important. Nearly every one would ex- 
claim ‘‘impossible!" if it were suggested that 
such a state of things existed in the church to- 
day, but Laidlaw points out how many hundreds 
of books have been written on the Bible explain- 
ing its doctrines according to the particular bias 


studied and referred to than the Bible itself. 
How many reverence and defend the book that 
tells of our religion, but how few rea!ly study it. 


|In thirteen short and readable chapters the 


writer gives an account of primitive religion be- 
fore the Fall, and then as shown in the lives of 
the patriarchs, of the origin of formal worship, 
the coming of Christ as the True Restorer, the 


| state of religion in the first centuries after Christ, 


and of the condition of the churches of to-day. 
How closely connected with everyday matters 
was the thought of the presence of God in the 
time of the patriarchs. Notice how when Laban 
and Jacob are talking together over business 
matters, Laban is displeased, but the thought of 
God comes in to temper his wrath. And in the 
book of Ruth, which is full of the conversation 
of men and women of a later time, we cannot 
fail to observe how naturally and pleasantly the 
thought of the presence of God is interwoven 
with all that is said and done. Is this the case 
with many of the Lord’s children to-day? The 
beginning of formal worship dates from the 
bondage in Egypt. Before that we find the 
patriarchs building altars and worshipping God 
wherever they might chance to be when an 
occasion for prayer and thanksgiving arose. But 
the long sojourn in Egypt among a people who 
looked upon their gods not as friends, but as ene- 
mies needing to be appeased, destroyed this 
filial confidence, and the chosen people began to 
think it was necessary to have “ certain sacred 
places, things and times, by which God might 
receive them to His presence.”’ In pity for their 
weakness, therefore, God instructed Moses to 
make the Tabernacle, and all the things to be 
used in formal worship. 
However blessed were 


the lessons taught 


|them through these object lessons, they were 


intended simply to lead them back to a purer 
knowledge of God, and were only “imposed on 
them until the time of reformation.”’ By degrees, 
however, the Israelites began to consider these 
sacred things as of saving value in themselves, 
and to think that sacrifices and burnt offerings 


would be pleasing to God, even from a disobe- 
| dient aad wicked people. 


By their terrible de- 
feat and loss of the Ark when it had been sent 


| for to aid them in battle, He taught them not to 


trust in the symbol. Again and again they are 
rebuked by the prophets for trusting to long pray- 
ers and many sacrifices to God; and taught that 
these things were not ordained to work a change 
in the Lord, but in themselves, and failing to do 
this, they were displeasing to Him. Therefore 
“in the fulness of time” the Lord Jesus Christ 
came to “do for the Jewish nation what all the 
appointments of their ritual had failed to do; 
and to do for the whole world what they as a 
nation had proved themselves incompetent to 
do. * * * And as far as agencies for accom- 


plishing the work of true religion were concern- 
ed,it behooved Jesus to say: ‘ Inasmuch as sacri- 
fices and offerings, and all other appointments, 
have failed, and must evermore fail, I must un- 
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dertake this part of the work also, and by my 
doctrine, example, life and death, must restore 
true religion to the world.’”’ 

The chapter entitled “Christianity unfortunate 
in its friends,”’ shows how for the first two or 
three centuries the Christian religion was of a 
broad, practical type, “ but in the fourth century 
the people of the great Roman Empire took 
Christianity under their care and embraced it as 
their religion "’ 

Instead of accepting the religion of Christ in 
its simplicity, they speedily mingled with it many 
of their Pagan rites and superstitions; “the 
more powerful provinces insisted on the adoption 
of their time-honored conceptions. Views of the 
Trinity in accordance with Egyptian tradition 
were established. * * * * The worship of 
images, of fragments of the cross, or bones, 
nails and other relics, a true fetich worship, 
was cultivated. * * * The apotheosis of the 
old Roman times was replaced by canonization. 
tutelary saints succeeded to local mythological 
divinities.” We would specially recommend the 
chapter entitled “Is the Bible adapted to all 


times ?’’ After noting the comprehensive natu- | 


ralness of the Bible, he speaks of the unity which 
pervades it from first to last. in these words: 
“Tf there is unity amid all the diversity in ex- 
ternal nature, there is similar unity amid all the 
diversity of the book of Revelation. If there is 
one all-embracing law of gra\ ity in the material 
world, there is also an all-embracing law of 
gravity in the world of Scripture. God is the 
centre, and all the truth the Scriptures contain 
tends uniformly toward Him, drawing mankind 
with it, as with a power that emanates from God 
alone. How is this wonderful book to be used ? 
Shall we use it as we find it, in all the glory of 


its diversity, or reduce its truths as far as we can | 


understand them to a system, and feed mainly 
upon that? The writer thinks that while we are 
carefully to study and find out the definite truths 
of the Bible, there is no need for an elaborate 
creed, and in “‘no case must any humanly de- 
vised system be placed between man and his 
Bible, so as to become the rule of faith and prac- 


tice, and thus supersede the Holy Scriptures. In | 


regard to the different sects, we are reminded 
that it is not the fold that constitutes the church, 
but the flock ; that the church of the living God 
is not a thing of rules and by-laws, and other 
outward regulations, In the final summing up 
are pointed out the various ways in which the re- 
ligion of to-day differs from the simplicity of 
the Gospel as it was first preached and believed, 
and the great need of our turning from com- 
mandments and doctrines of men to the true 
Bible teachings upon worship, the observance of 
the Sabbath, and the plan of salvation. While 
we find much to commend in this volume, there 
are several points to criticise. For instance, in 
the last chapter it is rather implied that “the 
last days,” when the Spirit will be poured out 
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| the 78th year of his age; an esteemed Elder and 
member of Rhode Island Monthly Meeting. No more 
fitting tribute to his worth could be given than the 
words of one who had long known him: “ His was 
| a happy combination of a tender heart and a clear 
| judgment; of a firm encouragement to every right 
| movement for the best, and an equally firm suppression 
| of evil. He bore the freshness of youth in his zeal 
for the cause of our Lord, and a ripe maturity in the 
promotion of His Kingdom. The Society has lost a 
| wise counsellor, the new convert an encouraging and 
| warning voice, his city a living epistle, and an exten- 
sive acquaintance, a dear friend.” 
| BATTEY.—On the 15th of First month, 1880, 
Loesa Battey, wife of Dr. William C. Battey, aged 
nearly 52 years, an esteemed member of Muscatine 
Monthly M-eting, Iowa. She was a devoted wife and 
mother, and gave her friends the assurance that her 
end was peace. 
ROBINSON.—At her home in West Greenwich, 
R. L., First month 11, 1880, Weltha E., wife of Ezra 
G. Robinson, formerly of China, Me., aged nearly 76 
years. She was a member of Providence Monthly 
| Meeting. Her faith inthe Lord Jesus and the evi- 
| dence of her acceptance was very comforting to those 


| she left. Her last words were: “I am almost at my 
journey’s end.” 


WINSLOW.—At his residence, Westbrook, Maine, 
| First month 23rd, 1880, Josiah Winslow, an esteemed 
member of Falmouth Monthly Meeting, aged nearly 


89 years. His end was peace. 
| 


| 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


NOTWITHSTANDING the courteous reception 
given by the Emperor of Austria to the deputa- 
|tion from the Evangelical Alliance, and his as- 
| surance to them that if the facts were as repre- 


}sented by them justice should be done to those 


| persecuted for their religion in Bohemia, nothing 
| has yet been done. Two of the deputation have 
| written tothe London Times on the subject, endea- 
| voring to bring the power of public opinion to bear 
|}upon the government of Austria to allow the 
freedom of conscience agreed toin principle at the 
| Berlin Congress, whose constitution guaran- 
| tees religious liberty to all citizens. In one case in 
Twelfth mo. last thirty-one persons were fined 
| $2.50 each for attending a Bible service not con- 
nected with the State Church. In another an 
attempt to hold a like service was frustrated by 
the police. 


In Europe there are ten societies which carry 
on missions to the Jews. These employ 96 mis- 
sionaries, of whom 57 are converted Jews, The 
Paris Moniteur states that these societies have 
made 20,000 converts. The Mildmay Mission to 
the Jews in London, says The Christian, is 
about to put in operation a Medical Mission for 
their benefit. Truly Gentile Christians may feel 
toward the Jews that “ their debtors we are.” 


THE Ladies Board of Missions of the Presby- 





upon ‘all flesh, are not yet come, whereas the | terian Church, and the Women's Foreign Mis- 

Apostle Peter distinctly states that the outpour- | sionary Society co-operating with the Presby- 

ing of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost | terian Board of Foreign Missions,1 st year raised 

was the fulfilment of that prophecy. $130,000, nearly one-third of the income of the 
oard, 


THE Moravian report of missions in Labrador 
is very candid, but not encouraging; they say, 


BOWEN.—At his residence, in Newport, R. I., on | “ Judging from the testimony of our missionaries 
the 13th of Twelfth month, 1879, George Bowen, in| in general, it seems beyond dispute that spiritual 
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life is retrograding in our congregations, that | prisoners had been sent from these three districts 
temporal interests prevail over spiritual wants, | where the Local Option law does not exist, and 
that drunkenness is unfortunately on the increase, | that men were frequently brought in drunk, and 
not to mention other sins. There are, how-|in some cases the officers who brought them 
ever, still those who wish to serve the Lord, and | were likewise intoxicated, In several visits made 
many prove by their walk the sincerity of their |to Denton, Caroline county, where the Local 
Christian profession. In seasons of distress and | Option law has been rigidly enforced for the past 
disease, and on the death-bed, the brethren are | five or six years, and has been proven beyonda 
often cheeringly impressed with the childlike | doubt to be a grand success, I found no prisoner 
trust Of their people in the Lord Jesus as their|in the jail, and by consulting the jail record, 
Saviour.” found that only 33 for petty offences had been 
AMANDA SaiTH, the well-known colored evan- | Committed from January, 1878, to August, 1879. 
gelist, has found an open door in India, where | The sheriff stated that now they really had very 
she arrived early in Eleventh mo. last. Her first| little use for a jail in this county. Taxes have 
week after reaching Bombay was spent in earnest also been reduced year after year. : 
work in a series of meetings. She found money| {9 comparing this county with Queen Anne's, 
awaiting her to supply her needs, and writes to we find a vast difference, both in the moral con- 
her friends in England letters full of her wonted | dition of the people and in their prison record, 
thanksgiving and praise. The /ndian Mirror, | As stated above, the number of persons commit- 
which is the organ of the Brahmo Somaj, a ted to jail in Queen Anne’s county during the 
theistic native sect, has given her a hearty wel-| Mineteen months of which we speak was 130 
come. | more than those committed in Caroline county 
James O’Connor, Vicar Apostolic of Nebraska, during the same time, and, as stated by the 
says: ‘It would surprise Catholics of the East sheriff, most of those committed were from the 
to know how many have been lost to the faith in three districts where the Local Option law does 
the West during the last half century. In Ne- | Be SEN, I spoke to the clerk of the court at 
braska alone, with its sparse population, the num- | Denton, alse creutens, louyees nad coer ee 
ber thus lost has been from 10,000 to 15,030, and inent citizens in regard to the effects of the Local 
the church has no more bitter enemies to-day | Option, and they all stated that it had been a 
than these children of Catholic parents.” If this | ™°>* decided advantage in maintaining the 
only means that they have become irreligious, it | ere = I do - oe a rif that this = 
is matter of regret. If they have learned to em-| pete AE SNS SS SNCENy CoaTES ee 
brace a purer Christianity and to live it, it is well. | In conclusion, I would say, that when the 
, as | Local Option law is first introduced in any 
LOCAL OPTION IN MARYLAND. | county or district, it meets with determined and 
decided opposition, made by liquor dealers, sa- 
loon-keepers and the drinking classes, who do 
Indirect testimony often produces the greatest | all in their power to make the law a failure and 
impression. Such is that upon the evils of drink | get it repealed; hence it needs great persever- 
given by persons discussing prison discipline and | ance on the part of temperance advocates to 
the prevention of crime. At a meeting of the| have it maintained. Where the law is only par- 
Prisoners’ Aid Socicty in Baltimore, heid recent- | tially enforced through this opposition, it will have 
ly, G. S. Griffith, the President, referred to the | the appearance of not being a success, and cause 
benefit of Local Option laws in the counties of| great dissatisfaction; but where it is rigidly en- 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland. It will cause a| forced and has become a fixed fact, its great 
pleasant surprise to many to learn the extent to| benefits can be clearly seen and felt. I firmly 
which Local Option has spread in that State, | believe the time is not far distant when the Local 
and on the other hand confirms the necessity | Option law will be established in every county 
that the community should restrain and abolish | on the Eastern Shore, and its influence felt to 
the sale of drink, by law, | such a degree that it will soon be followed and 
G. S: Griffith said: | enacted in all the western counties of Maryland.” 
p I have never been more thoroughly convinced - — 
of the great importance and advantage of the | SN Satie J a 
rigid puleecomnent of the Local Option law than | THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 
at the present time. In traveling through Talbot, | L 7 Second month 15th, 1880 
Dorchester, Caroline and Kent counties, during | * ge eee Is cae 
three weeks of last August,I did not meet a | THE TONGUE AND THE TEMPER. Matt, v. 33-48, 
single person under the influence of liquor, for! Gotpen Texr.—“ Be ye therefore pertect, even as your 
in almost all the districts of these counties the | F*ther which is in Heaven is perfect. aa eS 
Local Option law is enforced. I next visited) After dwelling on the Sixth Commandment to 
Queen Anne’s county, where they have three/the end of the twenty-sixth verse, as given in 
districts where the Local Option law exists, and | the last lesson, our Lord, in the twenty-seventh 
three where it does not. I reached Centreville | verse of this chapter, treats of the Seventh Com- 
on Saturday afternoon about four o'clock, and| mandmert, and taking far higher ground than 
had only been a few minutes in the place when I | the outward transgression of the law, shows that 
Saw several men reeling along the street, scarcely | not only our acts, but also our thoughts, must be 
able to stand. In visiting the jail, I learned| pure,if we would fulfil the law of God. There is 
from Mr. J.S, Sparks, deputy sheriff, who referred | a natural reference to the eye, and the command 
to his record book, that 163 prisoners had been | is given that if thine eye “cause thee to stum- 
committed to the jail from January, 1878, to| ble” (which is a better translation than “ offend 
August, 1879. He stated that almost all of these | thee ”) “pluck it out and cast it from thee.” If 
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the right hand cause thee to fall, cut it off and | vately on each other, the very thing which the 
cast it from thee. The right eye and the right | law aimed to do away. ; 
hand are both precious, and by this figure our 39. Our Lord’s command is never to retaliate, 
Lord teaches that whatever leads to sin must be | and as His illustrations were always of that char- 
surrendered. To the Jews, who were listening | acter which those who heard Him could under- 
to these words, nothing could be mentioned that | stand, He mentions the striking with the hand 
would be more difficult to give up. The same| first. The turning the other cheek may be the 
illustration occurs in chapter xviil. 8; Mark ix. | most effectual means for subduing an assailant. 
40-47. Trench says: “ The everlasting rule is that thou 
Moses, in Deut. xxiv. 1-4, where the law in| render good for thy brother's evil; the shape in 
regard to divorce is given, required that when a| which thou shalt render it, love shall decide.” 
man put away his wife, he should give her a bill| This has ever been the law of the Society of 
of divorcement. Before it had been usual that a| Friends, and there is hardly any other relisious 
husband could put away his wife and assign no | society which has incorporated this teaching into 
reason. No woman under the law could obtain | its Discipline or expected its members to carry it 
a divorce from her husband, so our Lord forbids | into practice. 4 
any woman to be put away unless she had been| 40, The command in Exodus xxii, 25-27, is 
guilty of adultery. In this way the woman was | that ifthou take thy neighbor's raiment to pledge 
elevated to her proper place. Surely this is one | thou shalt return it unto him before the sun go 
of the blessings conferred by the Gospel. This|down. This custom gave great force to the illus- 
subject is referred to in several other passages. |tration. The coat was next the skin, the cloak, 
(See chap. xix. 3.) or outer garment, was much larger, and was often 
| laid aside. 

a eee nae Impressing of horses and men for the use 
of rulers was very vexatious, especially as the 
Jews hated the Roman governors. So we have 
the three inflictions which are hard to bear— 
personal insult, unjust litigation and the tyranny 


Verse 33. The subject of swearing belongs to 
the first table of the Ten Commandments, but | 
seems to come in order after the marriage vow, 
which is the most solemn pledge that can be 
made. The command to avoid false swearing, | of the government. 
or rather breaking vows, occurs in Levit. xix. 12; | 42. In Deut. xv. 1-11, Moses commands the 
Num. xxx. 2. The word forswear only occurs in | children of Israel to deal kindly with the poor, 
this place, though the adjective is found in| and not to refuse to lend because the release at 
I Tim. i. 10, where it is translated perjured. The|the end of the seven years would soon come. 
expression /o them of old time is preferable to | Our Lord only carries the command more fully 
by them, &c. out than Moses could. cis ; 

43. The loving words in Leviticus xix. 18, had 
been so wrested by the Pharisees and Scribes 


_ 34. The words of our Lord admit of no excep- 
tion ;—the word a¢ al/, which is elsewhere trans- 


lated utterly, excludes all legal or judicial swear- | that the command to bear no grudge against the 
ing, for if that had been required our Lord would | children of thy people was considered to advo- 





not have forbidden it, Not only was the using | cate hating others. 
the name of God to be avoided, but the swearing| 44. Jesus in this and the three following verses 
by heaven, by earth, by Jerusalem, even by the | closes His review of the law, and the traditions 
head. These were evidently common forms of | which had so unwarrantably been attached to it. 
oaths. To swear by the gold of the temple was | The precious command, to love our enemies, to 
forbidden. (See chap. xxiii. 16). Then, as now, | bless those who curse us, to do good to those 
those who were not willing to use the name of| who hate us, and pray for them who 
God, used other words for the sake of making | despitefully use us, in order that we may become 
their assertions more forcible. the children of our Father in Heaven, is here laid 
37. Let your communications be your simple | down for our comfort. He maketh the sun to 
word. It must seem strange to all readers of|shine on all alike. That love is required which 
the history of our own Society how men could | is not dependent on the reciprocal love of others, 
cast our Early Friends into noisome dungeons, | but burns with a steady flame, fed by the love of 
and punish them in such cruel ways for their|God. The salutation to brethren only is one of 
faithful obedience to this express command of | the plainest marks of a lack of love; even the 
Christ. In Sewel’s history we find the willing- | publicans gladly saluted -each other, though no 
ness, or rather unwillingness, to swear, used as | other Jews would salute them. 
the test of allegiance to the government. Inhow| 48. The exact rendering of this verse would 
many Cases were Friends faithful unto death in | be: ‘‘ Ye shall be then perfect or complete, even 
their obedience to this Divine command. Prob-|as your Father who is in Heaven is complete or 
ably few of those noble Christians escaped pun- perfect.” 
ishment on this account. George Fox, Edward Alford has called attention to the fact that the 
Burrough, Francis Howgill, and many others, | verb is in the future tense, and is not altogether 
suffered for this testimony. How much our| imperative in its meaning, The idiom of the 
oes privileges in this re-pect are due to their | Greek is the same as in the English future tense, 
aithfulness will never be known. and the sha// in our lanzuage has as much im- 
38. The expression ‘‘eye for eye” occurs in| perative meaning as the Greek. This verse is 
Exodus xxi. 24; Lev. xxiv. 20; Deut. xix, 21. | not separate from the others, but only completes 
Justice came before mercy; in these quotations | the line of argument used in the chapter. The 
from the law we find that the weak were to be | law was incomplete, and Christ by showing what 
protected, and that he who committed an injury |was needed, makes the law complete, and so 
must make reparation, but the Jews at this time | those who follow out the teachings of our Lord 
had taken advantage of the law to retaliate pri-/ in this chapter will be fulfilling the law in its 
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completeness. 
beginning of the chapter are for all Christians 


those who would know and do the will of God. 


In the next chapter the giving alms and kind of 
rayer acceptable to our Heavenly Father, with 


indred subjects, are taught. 
TRUTHS TAUGHT—PRACTICAL THOUGHTS 


1st. That all swearing is forbidden in the Gos- 


1. 


2nd. That swearing proves men’s lack of con- 
fidence in each other, for if yea and nay were 


sufficient, more would not be required. 


3rd. That the use of oaths encourages doubt | 


and distrust, since lying is not punished like 


oath- breaking, and thus the standard of truth- 


telling is lowered. 


4th. The first case in history of an appeal to 


God in attestation of a statement is where Satan 
tells a lie to Eve. (Gen. iii. 5.) 


sth. As the oath implies both want of truthful-| 


ness and want of confidence, it tends to evil. 
6th. If we would encourage others to speak the 
truth we must believe their simple word. Dr. 


Arnold trusted his boys at Rugby, and their 


sense of honor led them to truthfulness. 


7th, That those who have not resented injuries 


have always eventually succeeded the best. 

8th. The Christian who is known to live in 
accordance with the words of Christ will be 
loved. 

gth. The true Christian will always have a 
kind greeting for those whom he meets, and will 
never rebuff any with whom he is thrown in con- 
tact. 


1oth. That our Heavenly Father never requires | 


of us that which we cannot perform, but he does | 


require that we as His children shall aim to do| 
His will in everything. We are to be perfect in 
love, so as to love God with all our heart, and 
our neighbors as ourselves. 


11th. That the follower of the ‘Lord Jesus is 


required to excel others in love, in courtesy, in 


kindness to the oppressed. Willingness to suffer 
for the good of others, and the manifestation of 
conscientious obedience to God’s command at 


all times, mark his character. 


12th. That our Lord Jesus Christ"has in His suf- 


fering for us set us an example that we should 


follow His steps, His teaching and His life being | F 


in perfect accordance with each other. 


-_ 


FRIENDS’ SYRIAN MISSION, 
On reading 


‘Our London Letter” in 
Friends’ 


the present state of Friends’ Missions in| 


Bible lands, and I would like to suggest 
that it have ‘‘a second reading’ by mem. 


bers of New England Yearly Meeting and_| 


by others who in time past have so kindly 
aided the good work. 

Those having charge of the division of the 
labor undertaken by American Friends have 
to say that the treasury needs to be replen- 
ished very shortly by several hundred dol- 
lars to enable them to close up their engage- 





The blessings specified in the 


Review of First mo. 24th, I was'| 
struck with the writer’s lucid description of | 





1880. 


ments by the lst of Sixth mo., And 


»| that the funds should be sent forward by the 
and the teachings from the law, coupled with the 


explanations here unfolded by Christ, are for all 


lst of Third mo. at the latest. 
Contributions forwarded to George How- 
land, Jr., New Bedford, or to the writer at 
South China, Maine, will be gratefully ac- 
knowledged. Ext Jones, 
Cor. Sec’y of F. M. Com. 


slp 
For Friends’ Review. 
UNION SPRINGS SCHOOL. 

As this institution, commonly known as 
| Oakwood Seminary, is of more recent estab- 
lishment than some of the other Yearly Meet- 
ing schools at the East, whatever pertains to 
its success is received with much interest not 
| only by the members of New York Year- 
ly Meeting, but by the many in other places, 
who have of later years partaken of its bene- 
fits. On this account it occupied an hour’s 
attention at the Representative Meeting held 
a few weeks since in New York city. Several 
members of that meeting, not in any way 
connected with the institution, spoke in bigh 
terms of the benefit it had conferred on our 
| younger members, and the remark was re- 
peatedly made that ‘‘it has done much more 
for the Yearly Meeting than the Yearly 
| Meeting has ever done for the institution ” 
| Over a thousand members have at different 
times attended there for a longer or shorter 
time, and among these are many of the ac- 
|tive and useful members in the different 
localities represented. Although it bas no 
endowment as yet, and the instruction and 
boarding accommodations are of a bigh char- 
acter, yet in the past ten years it bas not 
asked any appropriation of the Yearly Meet- 
ing for its ordinary and current expenses. 
During the same time over $10,000 had 
| been carefully applied in enlarging the build- 
ings and in rendering them more substantial, 
convenient and perfect. The importance of 
| Friends remembering this institution in their 
wills according to their means, was strongly 
urged in the Representative Meeting. The 
plan recommended by the Managers was to 
establish a special jund, the interest of which 
| would be applied to pay for the instruction, 
leaving the cost of board the only expense 
|to be met by the students,—a special com- 
mittee appointed by the Yearly Meeting to 
have charge of this fand. Some Friends, 
it was stated, had already made provision 
for legacies of this character. Every con- 


} 


tribution of the kind reduces the cost, and 
a sum equal to or slightly greater than the 
present Educational Fund of the Yearly 





Meeting would enable the Managers to re. 
duce the charges to members almost to one- 
half the present prices. 

Those who have visited the institution 
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within two or three years, it was stated, 
have expressed both surprise and gratifica- 
tion at the perfection of all the arrangements 
for both instruction and accommodations, in 
which it is fully equal to other and older in- 
stitutions of the kind. A member of the 
above-named meeting, widely known for his 
extensive knowledge, emphatically asserted 
‘«there is no other school throughout the 


whole country that is doing so mucb accord- | 


ing to its means.” 
A MEMBER OF THAT MEETING. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


West Bsancu, Iowa, First mo. 14th, 1880. 


My Dear Friend.—In view of the large | 
enterprises Friends in America are now} 


urged to undertake, educational and mission- 


ary, we ought to be able to make definite to| 


our own minds and to others, the objects for 
which the interest and the means of our 
members are solicited. 

To me that grand conception of Christi 
anity embodied in original Quakerism, both 
in doctrine and practice, furnishes an ade- 
quate object for the endowment of Friends’ 


Colleges, and for the Society’s most earnest | 
: : | storehouse, and enable them to hold up the 


missionary endeavor. Eliminate from it all 
that is practically distinctive in truthfulness 
and purity of speech and simplicity of dress; 
lay upon it the adoption of outward “ordi- 
nances;’’ subject our ministry to church direc- 
tion, and the exercise of public worship to 
pre-arrangement or individual dictation ; 
what would remain that should inspire en- 
thusiasm for the propagation of Quakerism? 
I know the answer will be, “It is not, 
Quakerism but Christianity, we wish to 
propagate.” 

Bat there is ample room, and pressing 
need, and urgent call for the faithful display 
of the banner of truth which has been given 
us. The Church and the world need that 
standard of pure doctrine and holy life, which 
bear the impress of the Lord’s hand, and the 


beauty of His image, not merely in the bare | 


outlines, but in the finer lineaments of 
Divinely moulded character. 

As the life is more than the words, so the 
faithful, practical maintenance of a high 
Christian standard is far more important 
than the gathering of numbers to a low 
standard. JoEL BEAN. 


Rose Hix, BuTier Co., Kansas, First mo. 15, 1880. 
As I am often receiving letters of inquiry 
from Friends and others about this country, 
it seems best to take this method of giving 
a brief notice for the benefit of all. My 
knowledge of Kansas is extensive, and I 


| 


| 
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as in any part of it. This district has a rich 
prairie soil with some limestone. Fuel is 
sufficient for most purposes. Building stone 
is in great abundance. Water is generally 
good and plenty. A good bed of coal lies 
underneath; when the railways are com- 
pleted that are fast being built, fuel will be 
plenty and cheap. Rose Hill Monthly 
Meeting of Friends expects to build a good 
meeting house to accommodate the Quarterly 


| Meeting which is expected to be held here. 
Friends are settling bere rapidly. 
ithe answer of what and who should come: 


Now to 


First, we need those that are filled with the 
love of God for the saving of souls. It looks 
as if this should be a kind of head quarters 
for missionary work. There is but one 
county between us and the Indian Territory. 
There are a few Friends in the town of 
Wichita, two or three groups of Friends in 
Sumner Co., south-west of us, some forty 
miles, and a few here and there all around 
us. There is much inquiry after us, saying 
come and hold meetings for us, &. Now 
we want energetic men and women, good 
workers in the great harvest field of the 
Lord, those that are filled with the Holy 
Ghost. We also need more good farmers, 
that the Lord may bless them in barn and 


hands of the missionary laborers. Those 
who can get here with $500, a wagon and 
team, can make a good living. Land ranges 
in price from $7.00 to $15.00 per acre, ac- 
cording to locality and improvements. There 
are some good situations to be had cheap 
near to Friends’ meeting. In conclusion let 
me say to those who think of changing their 
homes, go to the Lord in living faith and 
ask Him what to do; and if He inclines you 
to come, still ask Him to be your guide and 
director in a strange land. There is another 
class that I would not advise to move into 
the prairies of Kansas, it is the very poor. 
While I desire that every one should have a 
bome, yet you had better live in a close and 
saving way where you are, or at most not 
come to a cold, windy, bleak country half 
clad, &c. In love for humanity, 
JosEePH P. JULIAN. 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES. 


Prime Meridian.—The ancient geogra- 
phers knew nothing west of the Fortunate 


or Canary Islands. Ptolemy started from 


| that point to estimate longitude, going east- 


ward to the extremity of the countries which 
were then known. According to his geog- 
rapby, Paris would have had a longitude of 
about 234. England subsequently adopted the 


meridian of St. Paul in London and afterwards 
think it as good a country for farming here’ 


Greenwich. France, in 1789, adopted the 
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meridian of Paris. These examples have 
been followed by Holland, Spain, Portugal, 
Russia, United States, Chili and Brazil, each 
country adopting either its own capital or its 
principal observatury as the zero point of 
longitude. In order to remedy the confu- 
sion arising from these various meridians, 
M. de Chancourtois proposes to take the me- 
ridian of Saint Michel, in the Azores, which 
agrees closely with that of Ptolemy and that 
of Mercator, and which seems to have other 
advantages because it passes entirely through 
the ocean for one-half of its extent, and on 
the other half it only cuts the eastern ex- 
tremity of Asia, thus separating pretty ex- 
actly the Old and the New Worlds. Bou- 
thillier de Beaumont and E. Cortanbert pro- 
pose an initial meridian ten degrees east of 
Paris, and that Italy and the United States 
should cede to the Republic of Science, neu 
tral stations for observatories upon that me- 
ridian.—La Nature. 


Colored Photographs.—M. Cros prepares 


three photographic nn of an object | 
solutions which | 
will respectively arrest the green rays, the | 


by sifting the light throug 


yellow rays, and the violet rays. The im- 
pression from which the green bas been ex- 
cluded, if developed under green light, will 
appear intensely green at points where the 


original was the greenest, and pale green or | 


black at the points where the green was min 
gled with other colors or was entirely ab 
sent. By combining the three negatives and 
superposing the images by the help of reflect- 
ing prisms, he obtains an approximate solu- 
tion of the fixation of colors by photography 
—La Nature. 
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ITEMS. 


THE Agricultural Department at Washington 
estimates the value of the crops in 1879 at an in- 
crease of $400,000,000 over those of 1878. 


EMANCIPATION occurred so slowly in New 
Jersey, says the Penn Monthly, that there were 
still a few slaves left there when the census for 
1860 was taken. 


S. S. Warp, of Hartford, Conn., has left $5000 
each to the American Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions; American Home Missionary Society; 
Presbyterian Board of Home Missions; and 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. 


Epison’s public exhibition of his electric light 
on the last week of 1879 is stated to have been a 
success. The light was soft, white, and very 
clear. It remains to be shown that it is adapted 
to universal use, and is cheaper than other light. 


SUGAR IN THE NorTH.—Dr. Collyer, a chemist | 


connected with the Agricultural Department at 
Washington, stated to a correspondent of the 
Tribune \ately, that an acre of sorghum will pro- 
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from Maine to California, and from Minnesota to 
Texas. Even cornstalks will furnish sugar at a 
profitable rate, according to the same authority. 


THE California Horticulturist recommends the 
following mode of keeping grapes: Spread the 
carefully-cut fruit thinly on shelves or tables for 
a few days to dry up the stems alittle. Then cut 
clean, dry rye straw in a straw-cutter, about an 
inch long, and cover liberally the bottom of a 
suitable tightly-jointed box, on which place a 
moderate layer of fruit; then cover with the cut 
straw liberally and lay on fruit again, and thus 
proceed. Put them in a cool, dry place, and the 
grapes will keep sound for several months. 


A RAILWAY, says the Anti-Slavery Reporter, 
is projected from Algeria to Timbuctoo on the 
upper Niger, and another from Senegal to Sego, 
a city situated on the same river. The object is 
to open commercial relations between Soudan, 
with its large population, estimated at 100,c00,000, 
and the ports of the Mediterranean Sea. The 
distance from Algeria to Timbuctoo would be 
about 1300 miles in a straight line. The railway 
| route would be much longer, as it would have to 
|cross the ranges of the Atlas and Hogar moun- 
tains. 


—— oe 


YIELD utterly to God, and there sball 
come to you an inner witness, assuring both 
‘peace to the heart and to the intellect. That 
/was Luther's principle of certainty.—Joseph 
| Cook. 


——__———__- «we 


| “TAKE MY SILVER AND MY GOLD.” 


| Expenses in dress might in most people be cur- 

| tailed ; expensive tastes should be denied ; a simplicity 

| in all habits of life should be a mark of the fullowers 
| of Him who had not where to lay His head.” 

“The self indulgence of wealthy Christians, who 
might largely support the Lord’s work with what they 
lavish upon their houses, their tables, or their personal 
expenditure, is very sad to see.’’ 

The Lord «leads on softly,” and a good many of us 
| have been shown some capital bits of uninclosed but 
| easily enclosable ground, which have yielded ‘ pleasant 
| fruit.” Yes very pleasant fruit! It is wonderfully 
nice to light upon something that we really never 
| thought of as a possible gift to our Lord, and just to 
| give it, straight away to Him. I do not press the 
| matter, but I do ask my lady friends to give it fair and 
candid and prayerful consideration. Which do you 
really care most about—a diamond on your finger, or 
a star in the Redeemer’s kingdom, shining forever and 
ever? That is what it comes to, and there I leave it. 
| Extracted from “ Kept for the Master’s Use,” by 
| Frances R. Havergal. 


| 


| MY JEWELS. 

“ Shall I hold them back—my jewels ? 
Time has travelled many a day 
Since I laid them by forever, 

Safely locking them away ; 

And I thought them yielded wholly, 


When I dared no longer wear 


Gems contrasting, oh, so sadly! 


duce as much sugar as the best sugar cane, and | 


it can be grown with as much certainty as maize, | With the adorning I would wear. 
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« Shall I keep them still—my jewels ? 
Shall I, can I yet withhold 

From that living, loving Saviour 
Aught of silver or of gold? 

Gold so needed, that His gospel 
May resound from sea to sea ; 

Can I know Christ’s service lacketh, 
Yet forget his ‘ unto Me?’ 


“No; I lay them down—my jewels, 
Truly on the altar now. 
Stay! I see a vision passing 
Of a gem-encircled brow ; 
Heavenly treasure worn by Jesus, 
Souls won through my gift outpoured ; 
Freely, gladly I will offer 
Jewels thus to crown my Lord !” 


From Woman's Work. 


oe. 


YOUNG MAN, past 21, favorably known to the 

undersigned, desires to find a home in some 
Friend’s house, where his services in the intervals of 
attendance at school and prosecution of his studies 
may compensate for his board and lodging. 


Address 


EDWARD L. SCULL, 


125 Market Street. 
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SUMMARY OF 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe 
are tothe 3rd inst. 

GREAT briTAIn.—The disputes respecting wages 
in the cotton trade are still threatening. The proposi 
tion of the Oldham employers for an increase of five 
per cent. in next month, and that no further demand 
be made for an increase, is not acceptable to the ope 
ratives, though they are willing to wait until the end 
of 1880. A yeneral strike at that place is not antici 
pated, but there may be partial ones. A strike of 
weavers has taken place at Burnley, and one impends 
at Rochdale, where the operatives have demanded 
increased wages. The striking spinners at Mossley 
and Asbton-under Lyne have accepted an increase of 
five per cent. on the Ist prox., with a promise of an 
other five per cent. increase in Seventh month, if trade 
continues to improve; and the strikes there have 
ended, after continuing two weeks. 


NEWS. 


IRELAND.—An eminent statistician estimates the 
loss sustained from the failure of last year’s potato 
crop in Ireland at £4,626,000 (about $23,130,000.) 

At a meeting of the Mansion House Committee on 
the 31st ult., it was announced that £33,000 had been 
received to date, and £15,300 disbursed. An additional 
sum of £3,000 had been received from Sydney, mak- 
ing a total from the Australian colonies of £21,000. 
The chairman of the Committee, the Lord Mayor of 
Dublin, has issued an appeal in the London press, 
stating that evidence accumulates that there is scarcely 
a county in Ireland im which terrible privation does 
not exist in some portion, though it is more severe in 
the northeast and southwest seaboards. Without 
prompt assistance, he says, tens of thousands of people 
must ‘die of starvation. 

FRANCE.—The Chamber of. Deputies, on the 29th, 
adopted by a vote of 268 to 199 the clause of the bill, 
supported by the government, relating to pnblic meet 
ings, in favor of the suppression of political clubs. 

The Anglo-American Cable Company has informed 
the French Post Office Department that the tariff for 
messages by way of the Brest cable, from the Ist inst., 
will be 60 centimes (12 cents) per word. 

Jules Favre, an eminent Republican member of the 
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Senate, and also of the French Academy, died on the 
28th ult. He was one of the Republican government 
organized after the revolution of 1848, and during the 
| reign of Napoleon ITI. was a conspicuous opponent in 
|the Legislature of the imperial policy, and of the 
| German war. He was Vice-President of the Provi- 
sional Government after the fall of Napoleon, and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and as such carried on 
unsuccessful negotiations for peace with Prussia. He 
}also held for atime the position of Minister of the 
| Interior ad interim. 

The budget for 1880, submitted to the Chamber of 
Deputies on the 31st ult., puts the expenditure at 
| 2,773-391,474 francs; and as the existing taxes pro- 
duced last year 2,777,193,903 francs, a surplus is 
|available at once for the remission of taxation, 
| which semission, it is said, will be on alcoholic 
| drinks. 


GERMANY.—A Berlin dispatch to the 7a// Mail 


| Gazette, London, on the 2gth ulf., said: “It is an- 


nounced that the government intends to propose a tax 
on all persons who are exempt from military service, 

The strength of the German army on a peace foot- 

, ing, without the proposed increase, is 401,659 mem and 
17,227 officers. r 

AusTRIA.—In consequence of recent serious riots 
in Pesth, having in part a political character, the Pre- 
mier is said to be preparing bills to be presented to 
the Legislature, restricting the rights of association 
and public meeting, and the liberty of the press. 

The lower bouse of the Reichsrath has adopted the 
government bill formally placing Bosnia under the 
control of the common Ministry and Delegations. 

Russta.—The internal condition of the country is 
represented as becoming more and more critical. 
Some officers high in command have become disaf.- 
fected, while most of those who were not promoted 
after the Turkish war have joined the revolutionists. 
The Socialists and Nihilists are becoming increasingly 
bold in their proclamations. 

RouMANIA.—The Bucharest AMoniteur officially an- 
nounces that Holland and Greece have recognized the 
independence of Roumania. 


TuRKEY.—An imperial decree has been issued au- 
thorizing the Turkirh Ministry to negotiate the Greek 
question on a new basis proposed by Greece. The 
sittings of the Turco-Greek Commission will therefore 
be resumed. 

IsTHMUS OF PANAMA.—F. de Lesseps has instituted 
surveys for the proposed interoceanic canal, and has 
eight working parties, employing 130 men, distributed 
along the line, with headquarters at Panama. He has 
been on the spot for some time, but expected to leave 
Panama for New York on the 6th instant, leaving the 
corps of engineers under competent direction, to com- 
plete the necessary examinations. 

DomeEsTic.—The statement of the public Jebt issued 
on the 2d inst. showed the amount of debt less cash in 
the Treasury to be $2,000,784,240.92; a decrease 
during last month of $11,014,263.95. 

In Maine, the Fusionist Legislature, on the 28th, 
voted to adjourn to the 4th of Eighth mo. next, but it is 
not supposed that any attempt to meet will then be 
made. On the 2gth, seven of the Fusion Senators and 
22 members of the House took their seats in the legal 
Legislature. The Treasurer and Secretary of State 
appointed by the Fusionist body have given up the 
State property in their hands to the officers chosen by 
the Leyislature. 

A violent northeast storm, accompanied by snow, 
raged along the Atlantic coast on the 2d and 3d inst., 
causing a number of wrecks. From several vessels 
stranded at different points, those on board were rescued 
by the U. S. Life-Saving Service. 





